Katherine Ryan Ayres

Written for the 2019 Space City New Music Festival in Houston, TX

Jitter

for flute and cello

Copyright © 2026 Katherine Ryan Ayres, all rights reserved. - KRA0048






Performance notes

Non vib. / molto vib. only applies to the notes over which they are written.

Harmonic tremolo in the flute part is performed by overblowing the lower note into the notated
upper partials. It is okay if the harmonics and surrounding notes are messy or inconsistent - the
intent is to get a grittier sound out of the pipe, and so long as that comes through, the effect is

working. That said, one particular tremolo (m. 123) is non-harmonic and should be more precise.

Pizz. in the flute part refers to a tongue pizzicato, and applies only to the notes over which it is
written.

Cello pizzicato slides are performed without re-plucking the destination note.

Program note

The erractic fidgeting of insects on the riverbank after a fresh, warm rain. The stillness of the
water’s surface on a windless summer afternoon. Thoughts considered but never completed, too
fleeting to reach maturity. Small indecisions roiling beneath consciousness, nearly cancelling one
another and leaving only the static of discomfort. Grooves of thought visited and revisited, not for
their compelling nature but for their warmth and familiarity.
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